Pulmonary mycoses. New concepts and new therapy.
The pathogenic and opportunistic fungi that commonly infect the human respiratory system cause diseases such as histoplasmosis, blastomycosis, aspergillosis, and invasive candidiasis. The increase in the incidence and severity of mycotic infections due to more aggressive immunosuppressive therapy and the spread of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) has had an impact on diagnosis and treatment of these conditions. Several therapeutic agents are currently available or undergoing clinical trials in the treatment of the pulmonary mycoses; among the agents with the greatest potential usefulness are the oral imidazoles, ketoconazole, itraconazole, and fluconazole.